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The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation Announces New 
Grants to Support Conservation Research Experiences for Undergraduate Students 

 
NEW YORK, N.Y., September 16, 2013 – The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation today announced $4.5 
million in grants to launch the Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program at universities across the 
country.   
 
The University of Washington, Northern Arizona University and University of Florida will each receive $1.5 
million to provide undergraduate students with the opportunity to participate in mentored research 
activities in conservation biology and other disciplines relevant to land, water and wildlife conservation.  
The University of Washington and Northern Arizona University will recruit students nationwide to 
participate in the program, while the University of Florida will partner with Cornell University, University 
of Idaho, North Carolina State University and University of Arizona to serve students recruited from 
those five institutions. 
   
“More than ever, the conservation field needs to increase its efforts to attract, train and employ 
individuals from communities that today are largely absent from the conservation workforce,” said 
Andrew Bowman, Program Director of the Environment Program at DDCF.  “The ultimate objective of 
the Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program is to foster an increase in the number of undergraduate 
students from groups currently underrepresented in the conservation workforce who choose to pursue 
studies and a career in conservation. To that end, the program will serve students who not only have a 
budding academic interest in conservation, but are also committed to increasing the diversity of 
students and professionals in the conservation field.” 
 
A key feature of the multi-year program is the opportunity for students to work alongside conservation 
researchers and professionals who have agreed to serve as mentors.  These research experiences and 
additional activities that feature extensive time outdoors in nature are designed to inspire students as 
well as solidify their interest in conservation science and graduate programs that can lead to a career in 
conservation.  Students will also be exposed to career options in conservation, including through 
interactions with people from underrepresented communities currently working in the conservation 
field. 
 
The three grant recipients were selected through a competitive, nationwide process.  In response to the 
DDCF Environment Program’s open invitation for letters of interest, 122 institutions from across the U.S. 
submitted their concepts and ideas.  A small number of full proposals were invited by DDCF and 
reviewed by experts in conservation education, research and diversity programs.  Based on the 
recommendations of those experts, the foundation awarded three $1.5 million grants. 
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About the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
 
The mission of the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation is to improve the quality of people’s lives through 
grants supporting the performing arts, environmental conservation, medical research and the prevention 
of child abuse and neglect, and through preservation of the cultural and environmental legacy of Doris 
Duke’s properties. The DDCF Environment Program enables communities to protect and manage wildlife 
habitat and create efficient built environments. 
 
For information about the Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program at the University of Washington, 
please contact Dr. Julia K. Parrish at206-221-5787 or jparrish@u.washington.edu.  Information is also 
available at http://coenv.washington.edu/students_new/doris_duke.shtml. 
 
For information about the Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program at Northern Arizona University, 
please contact Dr. Thomas D. Sisk at (928) 523-7183 or Thomas.Sisk@nau.edu.  Information is also 
available at http://lci.nau.edu/DDCS. 
 
For information about the Doris Duke Conservation Scholars Program at the University of Florida, Cornell 
University, University of Idaho, North Carolina State University, and University of Arizona, please 
contact Dr. John P. Hayes at (352) 392-1784or hayesj@ufl.edu.  Information is also available at 
http://programs.ifas.ufl.edu/DDCSP/. 
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